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We still have plenty of gently worn and nearly new boys and girls uniforms at the school.  Stop in to the office for details! 

SISTER KATHERINE’S KORNER… 
Well, here we are…the last issue of Jottings for 2009.  
Another year has passed. It is hard to believe that 
Christmas is this week!  This one really seemed to 
sneak up on us quickly.  
 

Last week, we hosted our annual Christmas 
performances.  Over a month of preparation 
culminated in two wonderful shows, the theme of 
which this year was “Simple Gifts.”  The children 
worked so hard and it showed.  The Christmas shows 
would not be possible without the tireless efforts of 
Doreen Gulledge.  Just when I think our Christmas 
shows cannot get better, Mrs. Gulledge wows us with 
another beautiful, creative show every year.   
 

This past weekend, we also hosted Breakfast with 
Santa.  For the second year in a row, we were 
walloped with a storm on the same day as Breakfast 
with Santa!  However, no amount of snow could stop 
us this year. The event went on without a hitch.  
Thank you to all the families and volunteers who 
shoveled out early and braved the snow to be a part of 
of this wonderful, annual tradition. 
 

This week marks the end of the 2009 school year.  The 
children will be on break until the school reopens on 
Monday, January 4th.  We wish you a very safe and 
Merry Christmas, and may 2010 be a joyous and 
peaceful year for you and your family.   
 

I hope amid the madness of the crowded malls and 
shopping centers, and all the running around you do at 
this time of year, that you find some peaceful, quiet 

moments, surrounded by the 
things and people you love the 
most, and be mindful of the true 
meaning of Christmas – the 
celebration of the birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. This is truly 
the most simple gift. 
 

   Sister Katherine 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 
 

Jan 4  School reopens 
Jan 6  Half day, Dismissal at 11:30am 
Jan 18  MLK Day, No School 
            

 

THANK YOUS… 
We thank the following families for their generous 
donations to the school this past month: 
 

Maryann Pescatore Materials (fabric) 
Mary Murphy  Books & Envelopes 
The Saltalamacchias Christmas Decorations 
Donna Moore   File Folders 
Kim Phillips  Paper 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE… 
Our Middle School Students attended the Chamber 
Theatre Production’s “CLASSICS! An Original Two-
Act Play” at the historic John Hancock Hall in 
Boston’s Back Bay on Monday.  Chamber Theatre 
Productions provides students and teachers of 
literature, drama and language arts with original 
adaptations of classic short stories.  As part of the 
Middle School Language Arts curriculum the students 
have been exploring these short stories written in the 
late 19th century/early 20th century by famous authors 
such as Edgar Allen Poe and O. Henry. 
  

All of our 8th graders have taken the High School 
Placement Test which was offered in November and 
again in December.  This test is taken by 8th graders 
interested in attending a Catholic High School.   Our 
8th graders, with the help of the Middle School 
teachers were well prepared.  The 8th graders are now 
in the process of applying to the Catholic High 
Schools they are hoping to attend.   
  
BODY MASS INDEX SCREENING… 
Massachusetts schools have taken heights and weights 
of students since the 1950’s.  According to the state’s 
new BMI screening regulation, which passed in April 
2009, schools must now collect the heights and 
weights of students in Grades 1, 4, 7 and 10.  Each 
child’s height and weight will then be used to 
calculate their BMI and the results will be mailed 
home in January.  The Body Mass Index (BMI) is a 
measure, using an individual’s height & weight, that 
shows a person’s weight for height average.  Just like 
a blood pressure reading or an eye screening test, the 
BMI can be a useful tool in identifying possible health 
risks.  The majority of our Grade 1, 4, and 7 students 
have had their height and weight taken already.  If you 
have any questions, please contact our school nurse, 
Susan Crimlisk, R.N. at 791-899-3644. 
 



Merry Christmas to you and yours! Warm wishes for the New Year! 

“Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”                                                                                 Luke 2:9-12 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  SPOTLIGHT ON: 
  THE ALUMNI COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
Saint Jude School has had a strong foundation in the 
community since its inception.  Over the years an 
informal alumni network has supported the growth of 
the school and its students.  Many alumni send their 
children to Saint Jude.  Knowing that former students 
and parents continue to have a connection with each 
other and the school, we’d like to continue and grow 
this endeavor.  Our goal is to keep you informed of 
upcoming events, and provide you an opportunity to 
stay connected with Saint Jude School and friends. 
Here is a look at some things going on with the 
Alumni Committee. 
   
20th Anniversary BYB Alumni Ribbon Cutting  
 
Our first “Alumni” event was held this year at the 20th 
Anniversary of Barnyard Bingo.  We were pleased to 
have Mayor Jeanette McCarthy, Middlesex Sheriff 
James V. Di Paola, Master of Ceremonies Frank Joyce 
(alumni), Father Bill and Sister Katherine on hand. 
Many current and former students and parents were on 
hand to celebrate.  
 
Maryanne Pescatore, current Friends President, 
graduate and parent of four students held one end of 
the ribbon, while 1st Grade student Abigail Conrad 
held the other..  Brendan Murphy, 3rd Grade student, 
and a symbol of strength, cut the ribbon. 
 
Updated Database 
 
The Saint Jude School Alumni Committee is working 
on an updated database of Saint Jude students and 
graduates. For a form, please email Susan Conrad at 
stlconrad@msn.com.  Forms can be dropped at the 
school or church, mailed to the school or emailed back 
to Susan. 
 
Student Stories 
 
Everyone has a story to share about his or her time at 
Saint Jude School, and we’d like to hear about it.   
What have you been doing since leaving Saint Jude 
School? We want to know!  Share your story with us 
by emailing Susan Conrad at stlconrad@msn.com. 
 

 

 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE CLUB UPDATE… 
 The Community Service Club, along with their 
classmates, spent Thursday, December 10th with the 
residents at Maristhill Nursing Home.  The students  
put on a special Christmas pageant.  After the pageant 
the students and residents spent time sharing with each 
other Christmas traditions and stories.  It was an 
enjoyable afternoon for everyone. 
 
GROCERY SHOPPING REWARDS… 
If you haven’t yet registered your grocery store 
rewards cards, it can be done anytime online!  This is 
such a quick and easy way for our school to get extra 
money.  A portion of your shopping order proceeds go 
to our school, but only when your card is registered 
with Saint Jude School as a beneficiary.  It takes two 
minutes…so log on today! 
 

Stop & Shop:   www.stopandshop.com/aplus   
Saint Jude School Id: 08006 
  

Shaws:  www.albertsons.com/cp/shaws/   
Saint Jude School ID 490010189960 
 
OPEN HOUSE NEWS… 
With Catholic Schools Week rapidly approaching, we 
want to put an advance notice out to our families that 
we will be hosting three open houses for potential new 
families and students.  If you know of anyone with 
children entering Kindergarten, or any other grades, 
that may be interested in learning more about our 
school and how Saint Jude School is the good news in 
education, please urge them to attend one of our 
informational open houses on the following dates: 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 – 1:30-3 
Tuesday, February 2, 2010 – 6:30-7:30 
Wednesday, Feb 3, 2010 – 9-10 
 
We also will need a number of volunteers to take 
potential families on tours of the school, or be there to 
answer any questions they may have.  If you are 
interested and able to help with any of these dates, 
although, we primarily need volunteers for Sunday & 
Tuesday, please contact Cara Burke.  This is a great 
opportunity to get in some service hours as well! 
 
SIMPLE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS… 
As you trudge through the malls and shops, looking 
for the perfect gifts, bear in mind our Christmas 
theme: The gifts that are simple are the gifts of love. 


